Early identification of an atypical case of type A dissection by transthoracic echocardiography by the emergency physician.
Thoracic aortic dissection is a lethal disease, and emergency department diagnosis is limited by imperfect diagnostic testing and limited resources;however, this case report illustrates the nonspecific presentation of thoracic aortic dissection and the use of emergency physician use of transthoracic echocardiography with the addition of suprasternal notch views to help differentiate all-cause chest pain and aid in accurate diagnosis,as well as earlier surgical correction for best patient outcomes in cases of thoracic aortic dissection.